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Dottiôs Details ... 
Congratulations and Thank You!!!! 

 *To Convention Chairman Pat Callahan, the Convention Committee and all those who played a part in the 

                  success of the event --- ñUnity in Diversity ~ A Vision of Possibilities.ò 

 *To the one hundred ninety members and guests who attended and participated in the activities. 

 *To Bev Staman, who many now know as a comedian. 

 *To the District Directors , who ran in the Derby. 

 *To International President Rose Ditto for all the spots she filled. 

 *To Leadership Chairman Sandy Hauenstein for the Mini-LEADS Workshop. 

 *To Violet Kreibel,  Jennie Award winner who is going to Omaha. 

 *To the Candidates who showed themselves as a rainbow. 

 *To Carolyn  and the 2010-2012 officers and to GFWC State College Womanôs Club who hosted the  

 reception after installation. 
 

During the 2008-2010 administration, the Board of Directors and Extended Board of Directors was composed of 

some members who had not previously served on the state level. It was a new experience with a Vision of Possibili-

ties. They learned their roles and made this president proud of their endeavors and accomplishments. During the past 

two years we tried a few new things such as 2009 Convention being more a Retreat/Convention at a Resort and Con-

ference Center. The ñDay in the Parkò was a substitute for a two day Summer Leadership Conference in the second 

year of the administration. The reporting format was changed a bit as GFWC encourages changes in the reporting 

system to meet the needs of the state and international organization. The state Festival of the Arts was held in the 

morning prior to the opening of convention. 
 

When evaluating these small changes, one needs to look at the bigger picture and see the opportunity that is opened 

for members with limited time and funds as family, work and economics continue to change and force changes in 

priorities in the lives of those involved. We must remember, it is the club member working in her community and 

donating for communities around the world that has made the difference in the hundred plus years of GFWC and 

GFWC Pennsylvania. 
 

During 2009, GFWC Pennsylvania experienced accomplishments too numerous to mention in all programs/projects. 

The six hundred eight reports received by state chairmen demonstrated results of our volunteers enhancing the lives 

of others. During 2008-2010, our state experienced a ñslow downò in the rate of decrease in membership. The State 

Presidentôs Project ñDangerous Invasionsò was a bit ñforeignò to many members as it was introduced two years ago, 

but with education on the invasive plant species, knowledge and attitudes took an about face. Most clubs had pro-

grams and some had major activities for the Project. There are many challenges to our natural ecosystems in Pennsyl-

vania and this president feels we as club members and residents are becoming more aware of how we can help to ad-

dress these challenges. Funds raised will be used for a publication ñPlant Invaders of Mid-Atlantic Natural Areas,ò to 

be distributed throughout the state as a resource for identification of the invasive plant species. 
 

During the 2010-2012 administration, this president will be the GFWC Community Service Conservation Collabora-

tion Chairman and looks forward to the continued projects in which our members will be involved. 
 

Thank you to all the GFWC Pennsylvania volunteers and the part you play in this wonderful organization!!!  
 

   Looking forward to your continued success, 

   With Love in Federation, Dotti Zimmerman, 2008-2010 President 
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2010 GFWC PENNSYLVANIA CONVENTION  ñGFWC Unity in Diversity~A Vision of Possibilitiesò 
                                                                                                                                                                Kay Simon, Secretary 
 

     The GFWC Pennsylvania 113th Convention with one hundred seventy-five members attending was held at the Wyndham 

Gettysburg Hotel, Gettysburg  May 1st to 3rd.  Preliminary events: the Board of Directors Meeting and Dinner, Saturday eve-

ning; a Civil War Worship Service in a tent on the Hotel lawn, Sunday morning; and the Festival of the Arts display in the hotel 

on Sunday morning were enjoyed prior to the opening of convention.  
 

     President Dotti Zimmerman opened the Convention at 1 p.m., on Sunday afternoon welcoming all the attendees and, in par-

ticular, our GFWC International President Rose Ditto who participated in the entire Convention.  After opening ceremonies and 

introductions, Convention Chairman Pat Callahan introduced the Keynote Speaker Susan Wega, Executive Director of the United 

States Christian Mission.  This organization dates back to the Civil War and Mrs. Wega, dressed in the garb of a Civil War era 

lady, described the activities and contributions of the women in that war.  She compared it to the volunteer efforts of GFWC 

Pennsylvania clubwomen today.  
 

     Reports were presented, the revised Long Range Plan was presented and adopted, and the proposed revision to the Resolutions 

was presented and adopted. Special Projects Awards were announced by 2nd Vice President Gail Paserba and Award Certificates 

presented by the Chairmen. The finale of the afternoon was the presentation of the Art Awards by Arts Chairman Judy Hahn and 

the Arts Committee. 
      
     Honoring Violet Kriebel, Jennie Award winner for Middle Atlantic Region and Pennsylvania, was a highlight of Sunday eve-

ning. Violet received a plaque, flowers, and a gift from the Jennie Award Fund.  She is one of eight who will be honored at the 

GFWC Convention in Omaha, Nebraska in June.  Department Awards were announced and certificates presented.  The evening 

ended with Derby Night, a combination reception/fun activity which had people out of their seats and cheering-on their District 

Director Elect in a light hearted fundraiser. 
     
     The Monday morning session featured candidatesô speeches, and Rose Dittoôs address ñIsnôt It Great To Be a GFWC Feder-

ated Clubwoman?ò President Ditto emphasized the many opportunities to make a difference that are available through GFWC. 

Three workshops were available to the members: Mini-LEADS, Membership, and the Presidentôs Project.  The State Night Ban-

quet, a formal event, honoring the Past State Presidents featured musical entertainment during dinner. Rose Ditto installed the 

officers for 2010-2012 and a reception followed for President Carolyn Selders.  It was a most enjoyable Convention and it pro-

vided a great opportunity to make Federation friends across the state and to get to know your officers and chairmen who want to 

work with you. 

GFWC Pennsylvania LEADS Representative  

  

     

 
      Diane Lake retired from teaching elementary school in 

January of 2005 and moved to the  Poconos from Staten Is-

land in 2006.  A new friend there asked her to attend a 

womanôs club meeting and she joined GFWC Pocono Moun-

tain Womenôs Club in March of 2006.  Diane soon become 

Chairman of Dollars for Delegates, then served as Home Life 

Chairman, and  First Vice-President and Program Chairman.  

This year, she was elected President of her club and Vice-

President of GFWC Monroe County. She served as 2009 

GFWC Pennsylvania Convention Credentials Co-Chairman.  
 

     Following her parentsô example to serve the community,  

Diane volunteers at the local Food Pantry and is active in her 

church as a Lector, Eucharistic Minister and part-time Secre-

tary.   Diane is a widow and mother of two children.  
 

     Diane noted: ñ I am deeply honored to have been selected 

the LEADS Representative of Pennsylvania and look forward 

to the GFWC Convention in Omaha, Nebraska.ò 

GFWC Pennsylvania Jennie Award Winner 
 

     Violet Kriebel is an active member of 

the Civic Club of Schwenksville.  She has 

served as President for two terms and held 

other positions within the club.  In 2001, 

she saw an Operation Smile film that 

touched her heart. Since then, she has 

poured her energy and enthusiasm into 

making hospital gowns for the children, 

sewing over 10,000 in the past 9 years.  

Club members help to cut out the gowns, 

but she does all the sewing.  Violet also makes Smile blan-

kets, bags and arm bands.  She personally delivers them to 

Operation Smile in Norfolk, Virginia.  Following the GFWC 

International  Convention in Philadelphia I 2007, Violet 

hosted two women from the Baroy Womenôs Club in the 

Philippines.  She inspired them to organize a similar project 

in their club for Operation Smile.  
 

     A busy mother of five grown children, 13 grand-children 

and 17 great-grand-children, Violet was a Den Mother as 

her boys were growing up and a Fire Company Auxiliary 

President for over 20 years.  She has opened her home nu-

merous times to people in need, most recently to a neighbor-

ing family whose home had burned.  She is active in the 

seniorsô group Open Arms Singles at her church. 
 

     Violet exemplifies the goals of Federation to encourage 

volunteerism in our communities and in the world.  
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